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August 6, 2019 

STATEM ll:NT RE: LICENSING DIVl SION CHANGE IN CARRY 
PERMIT RESTRICTION 

FOR BUSINESS OWNERS 

Effecfr1e late yesterday, the Maryland SGlte Police Licensing 
Division cJjminated the previous restriction imposed oo handgun carry 
pennits of .. valid only while c.onducting business, .. for those indi viduals 
who are business owners and currently have a valid carry pcnnit. Existing 
carry permit holders who are business owners must submit a modificarion 
request to the ~1aryland State Police Liceinsing Division in order to .request 
tbis restriction be removed. lnfonnation regarding the modification 
process is on the Maryland State Police website at: 
b.Ups·//mdsp ma[)'land g~~anizatjonfPagc${Cd1ninal lnvestigatjonBure 

aulLiccnsingDjvisionlFircarnJS/WearandCan:yPcnnit.asr.x 

This re-evaluation does not alleviate business owners from the 
requirement to demonstrate they are engaged in business activities that 
establish a .. good and substantial reason ... required by law. for issuance of 
a bandgun carry permit. However. ii has been determined lhc "good and 
substant ial reason," for business owners who engage in these types of 
acti\~tic.~ exists at all times. due specifically LO Lhcir unique relationship to 
lht: bus.incss. T hcn.:furc, the circu111stuncc~ba:-;cll restriction of" \Yhilc 

conducting business .. for docwnented business owners bas been 
eliminated. 

Business owners who apply for :1 handgun carry pennit must sliU 
meet all current requirements~ undergo a background investigation~ in· 
person interview, character reference checks and prove they are a business 
owner with a demonstrated "good and subscanlial reason" for a carry 
pennit. There are absolutely no cbanges to the vetting process. 

This change does not apply to employees of a business who may have 
a carry pem1it wi1h the restriction of"valid only will conducting 
business." The change only applies to documented owners of a business 
who have or are granted a carry pcnnit. 

Tbe Maryland State Police Superintendent is granted authority to 
make this change under the Annotated Code of Maryland Public Safety 
Article 5-307. 

Greg Shipley, spokesman 
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